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tic, long before any fuch thing is generally 
thought of. ^ 

I have this account-book ftill by me and 
I often look into it with pleafure, as I there 
fee the produ&ions of my infant years. 
Should 1 live to be grey-headed, I may 
then perhaps look back to this little volume 
and my Drawing-book, and there fee what 
were my fentiments before they were in- 
fluenced by folly and prejudice. 

To return. The reft of my time was 
varioufly bufied in different purfuits. My 
father had bought me a very curious Map 
of England, which was coloured, and dif- 
fered, as it is called; that is, the counties 
were all cut from one another, but fo cu- 
rioufly, that, when they were put together, 
it looked like one entire piece. 

This map my father threw into confu- 
fion, and then ordered me to put the 
counties propci ly together, fo as to form 
one piece, like what they did at firft. I 
found this a difficult talk for fome time; 
but, after many trials, I became fo perfeftly 
acquainted with the fituation of every 
county, that I could not only put my map 
together almoft in an inftant, but have fre- 
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mientlv had the pleafure to decide the dil- 
utes of my elders, when they ditteied m 
opinion concerning the vicinity of one 

county to another. . 

Having thus acquired a pel fe£t kno 
ledge of the fituation of the counties, my 
father took away my difle&ed map, and 
gave me Mr. Gibfon's new and accurate maps 
of the counties of England and Wales, drawn 
from the latejl furveys . From thefe I learned 
the names and fituations of all the princi- 
pal rivers in England, chief cities, capital 
towns, bays, harbours, and fuch other things 
as appeared to him neceffary. In order to 






acquired, and fcemingly with lefs labour, I 
was dire&ed every day to read a few pages 
of the Defer iption of England and Wales, and 
compare the places mentioned in the book 
with the fame as deferibed in the maps. By 
thus reading an account of the place which 
I viewed in the map, it fixed it fo ftrongly 
in my memory, that I feldom ever after 
forgot it. 

When I had made myfelf properly ac- 
quainted with the geography of England, 
my father, as a reward for my induftry, 
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